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Plagiarism 

What is plagiarism? 

Quite simply, plagiarism is stealing. That's right. It's 

taking something that doesn't below to you and saying 

that it's yours. What makes plagiarism different is 

what you are taking. Plagiarism is taking someone 

else's original ideas. Yes! Original ideas are owned by 

the creator and you can't use them without giving the 

owner credit.  

These original ideas are called "intellectual property.” 

It is work that a person creates that is new and 

different including: 

 pictures 

 a song 

 a research report  

 a newspaper article 

 a book  

 anything found on the Internet 

The creator can be someone famous such as author 

J.K Rowling or someone you know. Whichever the 

case, if he/she did the work to create something new 

and different, it's his/hers and no one can use it 

without giving the creator credit even if he/she gives 

you permission. 

How do you avoid plagiarizing? 

How do you give an author or a creator credit for 

his/her work?  

1. As soon as you find a source (book, article, web 

site) record all the information needed for your 

Works Cited page before you begin taking notes. 

(See reverse side for the information you need.) 

2. After your report is complete, create a formatted 

list of all your sources. (See reverse side on how to 

format each source.) This list is called a 

bibliography or Works Cited.  

3. Attach the list to the end of your report.  

It’s that simple! 

 

What are the consequences of plagiarism?  

Now that you know what plagiarism is, it is 

important to understand the consequences. If you 

even consider plagiarizing STOP! 

 STEALING other people’s ideas You will never 

learn how to research and create something on 

your own. If you do not learn these important 

skills, you will not be able to succeed in the next 

grade level. 

 TROUBLE You could lose credit for the 

assignment. When you move on to college, you 

could lose credit for the entire class! 

 OPPORTUNITY to learn something new and 

create something all your own You are 

depriving yourself the excitement and sense of 

accomplishment for creating your own work.  

 PEERS will label you as a “cheater” Being a 

cheater means people think you are taking the 

easy way out. 

Your teachers don't give you projects to keep you 

from your friends and activities. Teachers give you 

projects to help you learn and grow. As you get 

older, your school projects will be more 

complicated. The more effort you put in now, the 

better your results will be in the future.  

What will you do? 

If it’s wrong to take someone’s cell phone, then it’s 

wrong to take someone’s intellectual property. What 

will you do: plagiarize or give your sources the 

credit they’ve earned?  

Share this page with your parents! 

They may be as confused about plagiarism as you 

are. Together, you can be sure that your writing is 

your own! If you need more help, ask your teacher 

or librarian. 

Test your plagiarism IQ  
 Go to http://library.albany.edu/usered/plagiarism/page8.html for a quick quiz or for a "Practice Exercise"  

 For a great interactive activity go to: You Quote It, You Note It! Vaughan Memorial Library, Acadia 

University. <http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/>. 
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